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This Sunday – When a ‘Rock of Faith’ can become a ‘Stumbling Block’
In last week’s Gospel lesson, after Peter had proclaimed of Jesus, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God”, Jesus appearsed to call Peter the ‘rock’ on which he would build his church.
This week— well— no so much. Rather than a
rock of faith, Jesus calls Peter a ‘stumbling
block’ for wanting to substitute his hopes for
Jesus in place of God’s will.
I have always been grateful for the biblical
characterization of Peter as a person who at
times had it all together regarding whom Jesus
was and what he was up to, and then could
turn around and get it all so wrong. There’s
something about this honest portrayal of a disciple that rings true with my own journey with
God. I’ve never been comfortable around Christians who claim to know with certainty what God
is up to at any given moment, or for that matter, exactly what Jesus does or does not approve of
in the lives of his followers. Jesus tells us we must be willing to deny ourselves and to take up
the cross and follow him. That’s about surrender and obedience – not an insistence on our own
interpretations or expectations.

Russ’s Angels – Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Our very own Margaret Russ is hosting the 4th Annual Fund Raiser for Russ’s Angels, an
organization she and her sisters founded in 2011 to honor their father, Dan Russ, who died of
Alzheimer’s Disease in October 2009. The fundraiser will be a flap jack breakfast held on
Saturday, Sept 9th, at Applebee’s Restaurant, 4301 Kirkwood Highway, from 8am to 10am.
Advance tickets are $11 per person. To buy tickets or for more information, please contact
Margaret at russmags@hotmail.com or call her at 443-945-7230.

September is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month !
Dorianne Short, a member of St. James’ and an ovarian cancer survivor, in 2009 founded the
Delaware Ovarian Cancer Foundation to support ovarian cancer education and research in
Delaware. As president of DOCF she, along with the support of her husband Bill, hosts various
fundraisers throughout the year.
Every September during Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, Dorianne and Bill organize the ‘On
the Wings of Hope’ Teal Ribbon Luncheon and Silent Auction. This year the event will take
place on Sunday, September 17th, 12:30—4:30pm, at the White Clay Creek Country Club at
Delaware Park (same building as The Rail restaurant). Tickets are $35 for St. James’ members
(reg. $40) or Buy One/Get One 1/2 off. For more information email:
Luncheon@DEOvarianCancer.org, call Dorianne at 302-998-6889, or go to the website
www.DEOvarianCancer.org

Thursday, September 21st – Join the Rector’s Book Discussion
On Thursday evenings during this past season of Lent, Father
Jim offered a book discussion in his home on A Grief
Observed by C.S. Lewis. In the book Lewis wrestled with his
grief following the death of his wife, Joy, and asked honest
questions about his faith and beliefs. Many of his questions
touched the lives of those who gathered for the discussions,
and a desire was expressed to continue our own wrestling
with the concepts of heaven and hell.
Beginning on Thursday evening, September 21st, and
continuing for 4 weeks, Father Jim will host a book discussion
on another C. S. Lewis book entitled The Great Divorce, which
has nothing to do with marriage. It is a fanciful dream journey
through which a group of travelers on a bus from the “grey
town” explore the wide gap between Hell and Heaven. And
how exactly does our earthly existence factor into this? Well,
you’ll just have to come and wrestle with this and other
questions with the rest of us.
Father Jim has copies of the book available ($10 each), so contact him and secure one for
yourself, and then plan to join him at 7:00pm on Thursday, September 21st.

Celebration of Baptism!
This Sunday at the 9:30am service we will welcome Claire Lena Chrisbacher into the Body of
Christ through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Congratulations to the parents, Peter and Kathy.

Fall Worship Schedule Resumes on Sept 10
Mark your calendars and set your alarms. On September 10th we will return to our regular
Sunday morning schedule of services at 8:00am and 10:15am.

Fellowship Hosts Needed
This is the last Sunday for Lemonade-in-the-Circle following the 2nd Sunday morning service.
Please see the sign-up sheet this week for fellowship hosts in the Parish House beginning
September 10th after the 10:15am service.

Looking Ahead
On Sunday, September 17th, a “Welcome Back Breakfast” will be held at 9:00am in the Parish
House between the morning services. Please plan to join us as we kick off the fall schedule of
ministries, education and fun.

September Newsletter has been distributed
The September edition of A Letter from St. James was put in the mail today, so it should arrive
in your mailbox in a couple of days. An electronic copy has also been posted on the website.

Blessings and Peace,

The Rev. Jim Bimbi

